88                       BODIES IN THE RIVER.

occasion. Talking of Lalmohun Ghose, who stood
for Deptford at the last general election, he wa&
much tickled when I said I supposed he would
call him c Lamentable Goose.'

"We came across three human bodies float-
ing about the river, with crows picking at
them; it was a disgusting sight, and annoyed
the Rajah very much, as it is no)v strictly
forbidden to throw bodies in. the river, but;
it is still done to a certain extent by the verj7
poor in order to avoid the expense of cremation.,
The Rajah called the constables and pitched into
them; then, turning to me, said,

4 Here you have an example of the uselessness,
of a native in authority; if the police were Eng-
lish, such a thing could not occur, for they have
strict orders to prevent it.'-

We were now opposite the burning, ghat. I
had long wished to see the Hindoo funeral rites/
and here they were in full force. Four bodies
vwere being burnt, whilst four more came in, two,
\ 'pen and two women. Place au& dames seemed: to